The Humanities and the Arts category of the CORE curriculum includes courses in philosophy, cultural studies, languages, literature, and the history and theory of the fine arts.  The goal of the curriculum is that graduates can, through both speech and writing, convey knowledge, persuasive arguments, independent thinking, and creativity in the following areas:
I.  Human Nature and History

A. Persuasively support one or more coherent views of human nature, identifying aspects of human activity that tend to be invariant across cultures and throughout history;
B. Coherently describe some of the diversity of the world’s present-day cultures, and the 


ways in which these cultures have changed over time;
C.
Describe relationships within and among the world’s major families of languages, and the ways these have evolved over time;
D.  Employ a wide range of humanistic, quantitative, and theoretical approaches for recording 
and explaining human history;
II.  Philosophy
A. Employ varied philosophical approaches to some of the fundamental questions out of 
which the different branches of philosophy grow: Which propositions are true?  How do we know what we know?  How should we act?  What is beauty? etc.;

B.  Formulate, revise, and defend their own beliefs and values;
C.  Identify and assess their own and others’ fundamental premises and values; identify the 

unspoken premises underlying theirs and others’ arguments;
D.
Coherently describe ways in which scientific and quantitative reasoning have illuminated philosophical, cultural, and aesthetic inquiry;
III.  The Arts
A. Describe established views on the role and value of art in human life, and the significance 

of specific art forms to the cultures that create them and adopt them;
B. Describe specific processes by which works of painting, sculpture, architecture, 

environmental art, music, dance, drama, poetry, fiction, non-fiction, or film are created;
C. Persuasively analyze and interpret works of painting, sculpture, architecture, 

environmental art, music, dance, drama, poetry, fiction, non-fiction, or film;
D. Demonstrate the dependence of meaning upon cultural and historical context, when 

analyzing works of art;
E. Coherently describe the many ingredients of the creative process, based upon both first-

hand experience and a study of the lives of artists;

F.
Make comparisons between one art work and another, or one medium and another, so as to illuminate both;

G.
Create art in one or more mediums.
